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" Now I feel I must say something about the
food problem. It is undoubtedly serious, and will
be grave unless not merely the Govern-
My speech to ment but the nation is prepared to
the House grapple with it courageously without
loss of time. The main facts are
fairly well known. The available harvests of
the world have failed. Take Canada and the
United States of America. As compared with last
year the harvests were hundreds of millions of bushels
down, and that means that the surplus available
for sale abroad is diminished to an extent which is
disastrous. In times of peace we can always
make up the deficiency in any particular country
by resorting to another. If America failed there
was Russia or the Argentine. But the Argentine
promises badly. Russia is not available. Australia
means almost prohibitive transport. When we
come to our own harvest, which is not a mean
ingredient in the whole, not merely was the harvest
a poor one, but, what is still more serious, during
the time when the winter wheat ought to have been
sown the weather was almost, if not altogether,
impossible, and I do not believe that more than
three-eighths of the usual sowing has taken place.
Let us clearly understand what that means. Let
us get to the bottom of it. Unless the nation knows
what it means you cannot ask them to do their
duty. It is true that to a certain extent you can
make up by the spring sowing, but as any
agriculturist knows, that never produces anything
comparable to the winter sowing.

Those are the main features so far as the harvest
is concerned. But we have also got the submarine
menace to think of. Under these conditions, it